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Newsletter
2026 Annual Awards Dinner

& Community Celebration
Join the Wellsville Area Chamber of Commerce for an evening dedicated to

celebrating all things Wellsville and the people who make our community such
a special place to live, work, and thrive.

Saturday, May 16, 2026, 
Cocktails at 5PM
Dinner at 6PM

Wellsville Country Club 
3006 Riverside Dr

Wellsville NY

Business of the Year - Kent Beer Company
New Business of the Year - The Solutions Hub
Community Service Award - Tim Colligan
Caregiver Service Award - Dr. Zahi Kassas
Educator of the Year - Larry Peacock
First Responder Award - Chris Perkins
Youth Service Award - Ella Green
Veteran of the Year - Kris Green

Tickets are $40.00 and are available at
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-annual-awards-

dinner-and-community-celebration or at the Chamber.

Honorees this year are:



🍷✨ VIP Wine Walk Experience – Limited
Tickets! ✨🍷

Get ready to sip, savor, and indulge before
the crowd!

Join us for an exclusive VIP experience at
the 2026 Wine Walk, featuring premium

Bully Hill Vineyards wines perfectly paired
with delicious light appetizers and sweet

treats.

Enjoy a private, relaxed tasting from 12PM–
1PM at the David A. Howe Library, and skip
the general admission check-in process—
VIP attendees will be checked in for the
Wine Walk upon arrival at the VIP event!

⚠️ Only 50 tickets available – this intimate
experience will sell out quickly!

Wine Walk
Tickets are on

sale now! 

New this year! 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/wine-walk-2026

http://zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/wine-walk-2026


Betterment & Beautification
Applications Due May 1st

news!



Chamber events
COMING

SOON
May

June

July

5/2/2026 Annual Wine Walk

5/16/2026 Annual Awards Dinner & Community Celebration

6/4/2026 Golf Tournament & Clambake

7/18/2026 Main Street Festival - Vendor Spaces SOLD OUT!!

All dates subject to change

Check out website for more information!
www.wellsvilleareachamber.com

5/29/2026 Community Clean Up



https://wellsvilleareachamber.com/community-calendar/

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Send a flyer with your events to
msc@wellsvilleareachamber.com to be added
to our Community Calendar on our website! 

(jpeg or png preferred) 

Check on line for updates and additional events!

https://wellsvilleareachamber.com/community-calendar/
https://wellsvilleareachamber.com/community-calendar/


April Board Member Spotlight
Board Member Spotlight: Bessie Davidson
Wellsville Area Chamber of Commerce – April 2026

April Board Member Spotlight Continued on next page...

For nearly three decades, if you’ve walked into Community Bank in Wellsville,
there’s a good chance you’ve been greeted by a familiar smile, someone who
knows your name and might even ask how your kids are doing. That’s the kind
of connection Bessie Davidson has built over 26 years, growing from a teller
into her role as Branch and Community Development Manager at
Community Bank, N.A..

For Bessie, banking has never just been about numbers. It has always been
about people.

“I’ve worked with the community since I was in high school,” she recalls. She credits her early years as
a waitress with teaching her how to multitask, connect with people, and get things done efficiently.
Those skills have carried her through her professional journey and now guide her work beyond the
bank, especially in her role on the Wellsville Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, where
she has served for nearly six years.

Bessie’s path to the Chamber was unexpected. When a fellow bank leader retired, Community Bank
wanted to maintain a strong presence in the organization, and Bessie stepped in. What began as a
professional responsibility quickly became a passion.

“Shortly after starting, I realized this was something I really enjoyed,” she says. “It’s about working
together to bring our community together and showing people what an amazing hometown we have.”

Her pride in Wellsville runs deep. She lived in the village for 17 years, raising her children there before
moving to nearby Almond, but her roots in Wellsville remain strong.

“It’s the family sense,” she explains. “I still have customers asking about my kids, what they’re up to,
how they’re doing. My kids grew up with my career and my customers.”

That connection extends into her work with the Chamber. Bessie believes the organization plays a
vital role in supporting local businesses by helping them network, market themselves, and celebrate
what makes Wellsville special. Of all the Chamber’s events, from Wine Walk to Brewfest to Main Street
Fest, her favorite is Hometown Holidays. As event chair, she pours her energy into creating
experiences that bring families together.

“We want people to come out, make memories, and enjoy time together,” she says. “That’s what it’s all
about.”



The season begins with Shop Small initiatives to encourage residents to support local businesses and
continues with weeks of festive, family-friendly activities. For Bessie, it’s more than an event; it’s a
reflection of what community should feel like.

“To me, community means feeling safe and welcome, no matter who you are,” she says. “Even just a
smile or saying hello can make a difference. I believe in treating others the way you would want your
family treated.”

That belief guides her personal life as well. Between her husband and herself, they have six children
ranging in age from 15 to 28. They have also opened their home to help a local single mom, welcoming
her twin seven-year-old boys and four-year-old daughter into their family.

If you’ve attended a local parade, you’ve likely seen them all together, walking, laughing, and handing
out candy. “Those kids love being part of everything,” Bessie says with a smile.

Even beyond family and community, Bessie continues to try new experiences. She attended her first
concert at the age of 45 to see Jelly Roll and has since gone to several more, showing that no matter
how rooted you are in your community, there is always room for new adventures.

Whether at the bank, a Chamber event, or volunteering with the Alfred Housing Committee, Bessie
remains a connector, a helper, and a steady presence in the lives of those around her.

To meet her, stop into Community Bank during the week or catch her at almost any Chamber event.
She’ll be there, ready to lend a hand, share a smile, and remind everyone what makes Wellsville feel
like home.

April Board Member Spotlight Continued



We can now add your events to our Calendar of Events on our
website! Check it out! Please send us your events.

You may even find some of yours on there already!

Welcome New Members!

Business Quote of the Month

Gift Certificate Program
Does your company participate ?  It is very easy and provides additional
advertising at no cost. With over $30,000 sold in 2025, that money goes

back to our local member businesses.

Member Benefits

Hiring? We will be happy to post a flyer for you? You can also add it to our
website for 30 days.

Schedule a month to use our display window to promote your
business or event. It’s prime advertising space!

Business After Hours

If you are interested in hosting your own Business After Hours,
Please contact the Chamber.

You can now order Gift Certificates on our website!

White Imprints, 138 N Main St, Wellsville NY

“Success is the ability to go from failure to failure without losing
your enthusiasm.” — Winston Churchill



About the Chamber
Wellsville Area Chamber of Commerce 

 114 N Main St, Wellsville NY 14895
585-593-5080

Bruce Thomas 
Executive Director 
wacocexec@wellsvilleareachamber.com

Karen Kania 
Membership Services Coordinator
msc@wellsvilleareachamber.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT: Carrie Redman, The Arc
Allegany Steuben
1ST VP: Bessie Davidson, Community
Bank
2ND VP:  Debra Miller, Inceptum Mental
Health Counseling
TREASURER: Ken Didion, Retired NYSDEC
WDC LIAISON: Molly Cole, Gem Wealth
Planning Group
Nancy Kehl, Directions In Independent
Living
Niki Gordon, David A Howe Public Library
Amy Bennett, Northern Lights Candles
Suzanne Male, Jones Memorial Hospital
Mark Finn, ID Booth
Kera Mariotti, Mariotti Surveying

Visit us online at
www.wellsvilleareachamber.com

Scan here



Stop in for your copy!

Wellsville Community & Visitors Guide Online

Click here!
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